












 
 
Fitch College – Supplement to the Common Application 
 
Applicant Name: Da (Daniel) Tran 
 
Address: 123 15th Ave. W, 
 Ballard, WA 98107 
 
Current High School: Ballard Unified High School  
 
Have you ever visited the campus?: No 
 
Have you had an interview?: No 
 
Preferred admission plan?: Early Action 
 
Briefly describe your reason for applying: 
 
I am excited to apply to Fitch College because of its strong co-op program which places students in real  
workplaces in the student’s chosen field. I am interested in medicine or engineering and want the opportunity 
to further my education in a hospital or tech firm while attending Fitch. Though Fitch is too far away for me  
to make a campus visit and there was no chance to meet with a Fitch rep at my school, I have researched Fitch 
extensively and believe it is the best college for me. I have attended public schools my whole life and now  
want to experience a smaller community with more personal attention for the students. The University of 
Washington in my home state is much larger than Fitch, but from my research Fitch has just as strong a  
reputation in STEM programs. I believe Fitch is the right place to help me reach my goals.   
 



 
 

BALLARD UNIFIED HIGH SCHOOL OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT 
 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION SCHOOL INFORMATION 
FULL NAME: DA LANH TRAN 

ADDRESS: 123 15TH AVENUE W 

                       BALLARD, WA  98107 

DATE OF BIRTH: 1/21/2001 

PARENT/GUARDIAN: MINH TRAN 

BALLARD UNIFIED HIGH SCHOOL  

1000 PIKE AVENUE NW 

BALLARD, WA  98107 

PHONE:  (555) 444-3333 

E-MAIL: GUIDANCE@BUHS.ORG 

 
 

 

ACADEMIC RECORD 
 

 

SCHOOL YEAR: 2015-2016      GRADE LEVEL: 9 
 

SCHOOL YEAR: 2016-2017         GRADE LEVEL: 10 
 

 
Course Title                                    

Credit 
Attempted 

Credit 
Earned 

Final 
Grade 

 
Course Title                                    

Credit 
Attempted 

Credit 
Earned 

Final 
Grade 

World Literature  1  1 A- British Literature  1  1 B 
Spanish 1 H  1  1 A- Spanish 2 H  1  1 B+ 
Geometry H  1  1 A Algebra II H  1  1 A 
Earth Science   1  1 A Chemistry H  1  1 A 
World History   1  1 B Social Studies  1  1 B 
            
            
            
 

Total Credits: ____5___ GPA: ___3.68__ Cumulative GPA: _3.68_ 
 

 

Total Credits: ___5____ GPA: ___3.5____ Cumulative GPA: ___3.59__ 
 

SCHOOL YEAR:  2017-2018     GRADE LEVEL: 11 
 

SCHOOL YEAR:  2018-2019        GRADE LEVEL:  12 
 

 
Course Title                                    

Credit 
Attempted 

Credit 
Earned 

Final 
Grade 

 
Course Title                                    

Credit 
Attempted 

Credit 
Earned 

Final 
Grade 

American Literature  1 1 A English 12 AP  1    
Spanish 3 H  1 1  A- Spanish 4 H  1    
Pre-Calculus H  1 1 A Calculus (BC) AP  1    
US History AP  1 1 B Statistics AP  1    
Biology AP  1 1 A Physics H  1    
            
            
            
 

Total Credits: ____5___ GPA: __3.74__ Cumulative GPA: __3.64__ 
 

 

Total Credits: _______ GPA: _______ Cumulative GPA: _______ 
 

 

ACADEMIC SUMMARY 
 

CUMULATIVE GPA:  3.64 
 

CREDITS ATTEMPTED: 20 
 

CREDITS EARNED: 15 
 

DIPLOMA EARNED: ____________ 
 

GRADUATION DATE: ___________ 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS  
X  Grading scale 
  List of other schools attended 
  Other: 
      _____________________________ 
   Other: 
       ____________________________ 

 

 

I do hereby self-certify and affirm that this is the official transcript and  
 
record of _____Da Lanh Tran____in the academic studies 
                        (Name of Student) 
 of Ballard Unified High School, State of Washington 

Signature Manuel D. Espinoza                                
 
Title: Registrar 
 
Date: September 28, 2018 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

BALLARD UNIFIED HIGH SCHOOL 
 

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION: Da (Daniel) Tran (1/21/2001) 
  

August 29, 2018 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

It is a delight to write a recommendation for Daniel Tran. I first got to know Daniel during his junior year,  
and he became the best student in my Precalculus Honors class. A very serious student, Daniel is such a  
joy to teach because he demonstrates the work ethic of a model student. When working problems in class,  
Daniel always participated, and he was quick to offer solutions. When assigned a group problem to solve,  
he would take the role of group leader, and sometimes his classmates would argue over who got to have 
him on their team. 

 
June performed remarkably well on the term exams throughout last year. Of the 57 students that took the 
Precalculus exam in the fall, Daniel had the second highest score of 96. The spring term has the most  
challenging material in the Precalculus course. His ability to solve the harder probability problems 
impressed me greatly, and he maintained an A+ test average and an A+ homework average in the spring  
term. I was not surprised when he earned a 780 on the SAT Math Level II Subject Test. We have many  
excellent math students in this school, but Daniel is a standout.  

 
I feel fortunate to have had Daniel in class. He is always respectful and eager to work. He definitely serves 
as an influential role model for his classmates. A quiet leader, he makes them work harder, following his  
excellent example. He will be a definite asset to your university, and I give him my highest recommendation. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Susan Rostow-Clark 
Math Department Chair 
Ballard Unified High School  

 



 
 
 
 
 

BALLARD UNIFIED HIGH SCHOOL 
 

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION: Da (Daniel) Tran (1/21/2001) 
 

October 17, 2018 
 

When I first encountered Daniel in my AP Biology class, I wasn’t sure if he would regularly contribute  
to the class dynamic without consistent prodding by me. He is a naturally quiet, even shy kid. However,  
I quickly realized that Daniel had quite a bit to say—especially on the page. 

 
My AP Biology students are assigned to write a weekly article summary. They are required to do some  
additional research on their own, relating advancements in Biology in the news, online, etc. to what we  
are learning in class. For some, it serves as a different opportunity from the more common assignments.  
They explore the world of Biology, making connections to their personal lives as well as the classroom  
material. I often get to know an additional dimension of my students through these weekly summaries,  
and this was especially the case for Daniel.  

 
Daniel poured himself into making advancements in Biology connect to his personal experience. He  
skillfully narrated his family’s experience as refugees from the Vietnam war, his empathy for people  
suffering from disease or want who could be helped by new medicines or genetically-altered crops. He  
clearly had a serious interest in the natural world, with a depth and feeling that you might not have  
expected if you only saw him in class. I quickly learned that Daniel only needed a little encouragement  
and his participation blossomed.  

 
It is clear that Daniel has an innate talent to connect scientific analysis to real-world applications. This  
ability carried over from his article summaries to his laboratory reports, where he clearly and effectively  
extrapolated the specific implications of each particular experiment to his understanding of the world as  
a whole. I consider these quite important skills for a successful student to develop in college and beyond.  
Daniel is starting with a very strong foundation in science.  

 
I am enthusiastically writing this recommendation for Daniel because I firmly believe that college will  
offer him countless opportunities to further explore how his family background has shaped who he was,  
currently shapes who he is, and will shape who he will become. I sincerely hope that others have the  
opportunity to see and hear Daniel as I have. 

 
John R. Connors 
Science Department 
Ballard Unified High School  

 



 
 
 

 
BALLARD UNIFIED HIGH SCHOOL 

 
COUNSELOR REFERENCE: Da (Daniel) Tran (1/21/2001) 

 
September 12, 2018 

 
Da (he goes by Daniel) is a STEM guy, and he knows it. His has challenged himself in our highest-level  
courses and done fine work. He is driven, punctual, hardworking, and knows how to use his resources.  
Daniel has been on the Honor Roll every year. Although he initially seems quiet, Daniel is actually quite  
funny and friendly. He is a good observer and quick to see the funny side of things. He enjoys the  
company of his friends, and he deeply values his family. His parents escaped from Vietnam right before  
Saigon fell. They came to the United States and Daniel’s father went back to school; he is now an  
accountant for Boeing. Writes Daniel: “I respect my dad and mom above all, especially for all they have  
gone through and the life they have built for me and my brother. They are my strongest supporters. Life  
would be disastrous and barren without family,” he concludes. 

 
Academics 
• Daniel is math rock star, and will likely study it or a related field in college. He earned a 780 on the Math  
II Subject test, and is currently enrolled in AP Calculus BC and AP Statistics. Writes Daniel: “I love the  
feeling when I find solution for a difficult problem. The feeling of achievement motivates and drives me to  
keep studying math.” 
• After doing so well in Precalculus, Daniel has taken on both AP Calculus BC and AP Statistics. 
• Even though he is not a man of letters, Daniel enrolled in AP English. Though his family speaks  
Vietnamese at home, Daniel was born here and is fluently bi-lingual. 
• Daniel also loves science, and did well in the AP Biology. Writes Daniel: “Biology class in junior year  
totally fascinated me and radically changed my views and understanding of science.” 

 
Activities 
• Daniel is an excellent tennis player and has been on Ballard Unified HS varsity team all four years. 
• As a STEM guy, Daniel is a Math Club member. 
• Daniel is also generous with his talents and has been a peer tutor in math for the last two years. 

 
Student Comments 
Finally, a few words from Daniel about what colleges should know about him: 
“I want my college to know that I am adaptable and culturally-aware person. My parents have taken my  

brother and me back to Vietnam to experience our culture there. I am confident that I can easily adapt to  
new people from diverse backgrounds. Also, I want my college to know that I am an active person. Though  
I remain shy and reserved in class, I love to play tennis and spend time with my friends. Also, I believe that  
I have a great academic attitude. I maintain good study habits and finish my work on time.” 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard Zones 
Guidance and College Counselor 
Ballard Unified High School  

 
Note: Daniel checked “yes” to the disciplinary violation question on the Common Application. As he explains, 
this was a one-time mistake in 9th grade, the result of putting too much pressure on himself academically. He  
learned his lesson and has had an exemplary record ever since.  
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