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on their often unique features 
such as individual missions,          

clientele, and funding models. 
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Greetings All! 

 

Welcome to ISTE 2012 in San Diego! We are so pleased to wel-

come you to the Special Interest Group for Independent Schools 

Newsletter. 

 

Please join us for the following events: 

June 24, 3:00-5:00pm SIG Open House - Lobby DE 

June 24, 7:30pm SIGIS Meet and Greet,  

               The Lincoln Room, 901 4th Avenue 

June 26, 10:30-11:30am SIGIS Birds of a Feather Session, Room 7A 

 

Don't forget that we are sponsoring our 2nd Annual Summer 

Book Study.  This summer's book is Now You See It: How the 

Brain Science of Attention Will Transform the Way We Live, Work, 

and Learn by Cathy N. Davidson.  The book is available from all 

major book retailers and is available for Kindle, Nook, and 

iBooks.  

 

We will be hosting a discussion of this book on the ISENET Ning 

(http://isenet.ning.com/forum/topics/now-you-see-it-by-cathy-

davidson-iste-sig-is-2012-summer-reading) with a weekly 

prompt to start conversation.  

 

We will be hosting an #isedchat Twitter chat on July 26 (9pm ET) 

that will focus on this book.   

 

We are also planning a culminating event for late summer.  Keep 

an eye out in your e-mail box for details later this summer.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at many of these events! 

 

Kristopher Wiemer, SIGIS Executive Committee 
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Creating a Student-Centered Language Learning Class Through  

Technology Enhanced Mastery Learning 

 

Thomas Callahan, Ph.D., Director of the Merck-Horton Center for Teaching and Learning 

Allison deHorsey, Teacher 

St. George’s School 

Middletown, RI 

 
The terms “student-centered” “differentiated classroom” and “mastery learning” have become common-
place in the educational literature.  This article describes one teacher’s approach to putting those theo-
ries into practice in an independent secondary school French 2 classroom.  The methods used to imple-
ment the theoretical constructs included self-paced, competency-based and technology-enhanced learn-
ing.  While bridging the gap between educational research and practice, the goals of this pilot project are 
for students to achieve higher levels of achievement, developing deeper understanding and ability to 
effectively manage their learning.  This work was written by the classroom teacher and evaluation and 
support was provided by the Director of Teaching and Learning.  Originally intended to run for just a two-
week pilot period, this student-centered approach has been expanded to the end of this school year for a 
total interval of approximately eight weeks.   
 
Two characteristics that distinguish able independent school learners are the rate at which they learn and 
the ease with which they are able to express their knowledge.   Students with similar educational histo-
ries and learning potentials are likely to learn at significantly different rates, and vary in their ability to 
produce known information on assessments.  Those beliefs are supported by documentation found in the 
variations observed in students’ processing speed on intelligence tests and academic fluency measures 
on standardized achievement tests. Indeed, variations were observed among the current sample of seven 
students (three girls and four boys) regarding their rate of learning and expressive skills.  Therefore, the 
teacher challenged herself to create a learning environment that addressed their individual differences 
and allow more students access to the opportunity for mastery of the curriculum.   
 
This pilot project was implemented for the interval following spring break to the end of the school year.  
At the outset, the class average was in the low 80's with a range of mid 70's to mid 90's.  The students 
were introduced to the self-paced learning process and were given the option to opt out, which none did.  
Prior to the first day of implementation, the students were asked to complete the Motivated Strategies 
for Learning Questionnaire (MSLQ) to obtain base-line data on constructs such as intrinsic motivation for 
learning, flexibility in learning strategies and metacognition.  Then the project was initiated by providing 
each student with learning materials and a sequence of activities to be completed during class time and 
for homework.  They were encouraged to work at their own pace.  The competency standard for each 
learning unit was set at 90% for each student. 
 
During implementation, students were provided with curriculum materials, 1:1 teacher contact to ad-
dress individual learning needs, access to language learning software (Rosetta Stone and then Français 
Interactif, an open online curriculum from UTexas Austin) that was matched to the curriculum, and op-
portunities for small group work and peer tutoring. Further, students have located additional learning 
tools on the internet such as studyblue.com, which allows for a variety of study and quiz formats based 
on content input from the student for competency-based studying.  That tool also provides a “focus 
time” application to post on their social media sites so that they can study without being disturbed.  The 
ability to limit social media and other potential distractions is sometimes recognized by students to be 



useful in helping their attention and concentration. 
 
Midway through the project, the students completed a formative assessment.  The four question assessment 
involved three phases: the students reflected on their learning and the learning process; the teacher and Di-
rector of Teaching and Learning reviewed the responses and met with individual students about their learn-
ing and possible methods of improvement; and, the teacher and the Director of Teaching and Learning met 
with the class to discuss any modifications to the process that seemed needed based on student input.  For 
example, a change in curricular materials and the availability of the teacher are potential issues that could 
have been addressed.  While the student input was unanimous in support of the self-paced and competency-
based components, some students expressed difficulty adjusting to the software and the role of the teacher 
as a facilitator rather than the focal point.  Consequently, the appropriate support was added for individual 
students based on their identified needs.  For example, some students identified the need for more rehearsal 
with a peer or teacher.  The confident students remained confident and the less confident students described 
growth in their self-efficacy.  For example, one student noted, “I feel more confident to take tests and quizzes 
when I really know the material.  This way of learning has helped me to feel more confident more often.”  In 
contrast, one student described, “To be honest, I don’t feel any more confident than when I began.  I am a 
big fan of listening to the teacher teach, and I prefer it over the program.”  That student also acknowledged 
that, “I like learning at my own pace, and this method is helping me with that.  Writing sentences with all the 
details, transition words, & articles has always been challenging to me.  But in the program we write a lot of 
compositions, which really helps me out.” 
 
Subsequent to the formative assessment, parents were provided a written update.  Comments from the par-
ents included, “This program seems like an answer to our prayers.  Thank you so much and it is gratifying to 
know that (Student A) is doing better in this format.” Another parent stated,” I have to say that (Student B) is 
over the moon excited about her latest quiz scores.  She’s proud of her 91% and is a stronger and more confi-
dent student.  It has been a game changer for her.” 
 
Therefore, the qualitative data gathered to date is compelling the teacher to consider expanding the program 
in future years.  While this approach required a significant change in the role of the teacher, she believes that 
her value to the students has increased.   Therefore, consideration is being given to expanding the program 
beyond the one marking period of this pilot project.  Specifically, the French 2 curriculum may be expanded 
so that this pedagogy is implemented throughout the course.  Consideration is also being given to recon-
structing the French 3 curriculum in this image.  This would be done out of consideration to preserving the 
confidence and success the current students have acquired during this pilot project.   
 
The qualitative effects of this pilot project on student achievement and self-efficacy and the value of the 
teacher have been powerful.  However, the final quantitative measures remain to be completed.  At the end 
of the school year, the MSLQ will be re-administered and changes in motivation and learning will be assessed 
by comparing mean and standard deviation scores for each student, each construct and the class scores.  
While the interval of this project may have been too short to produce statistically significant changes in any 
of the 15 motivational and learning strategies assessed by the MSLQ, it will be important to use that infor-
mation to build a database for larger future studies.  Based on the observed and reported effects on student 
learning and teacher job satisfaction, this student-centered approach to language learning is one that the au-
thors are anxious to expand in the curriculum. 

 

 

 



Additional News: 

Brebeuf Jesuit's most significant change this year was the adoption of a widely supported Bring Your Own Technol-
ogy program. After a successful voluntary pilot year, we have created a financial aid program that will enable us to 
have a full 1:1 BYOT implementation with student empowered choice for all families. This implementation has in-
cluded individual and small group staff development, marketing and communications with parents, online re-
sources including the digital toolbox and BYOT FAQ, and a redesign of courses to focus on a digital citizenship cur-
riculum. Behind the scenes, we have a firewall system with site filtering and violation notifications, a wireless net-
work capable of supporting twice the number of devices as there are students (for all of those  phones!), and an 
infrastructure capable of supporting at least five different tested operating systems. Our experience has been an 
increase in satisfaction for students who are able to use the devices and programs with which they are most famil-
iar, a satisfying environment for teachers who are able to concentrate on their subject area content and skills (since 
they are no longer implicitly required to know and train on software) and increased interaction between technolo-
gy staff, students, and teachers as everyone works together to integrate devices into the system.  More infor-
mation available at http://geekreflection.blogspot.com 
 

JD Ferries-Rowe, 
Chief Information Officer at Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School in Indianapolis, IN 

Congratulations to: 

JD Ferries-Rowe, 

Chief Information Officer at Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School in Indianapolis, IN  

For receiving the Indiana Computer Educator's Technology Advocate Award for 2011 

 Summer is a great time for renewal and rejuvenation. It is time to pick up a great book and read, giving 
time to let the ideas percolate while you reflect on the concepts and ideas presented inside. This summer, the 
members of the SIGIS Executive Board have selected Cathy Davidson’s Now You See It: How Brain Science Will 
Transform the Way We Live, Work, and Learn  for its 2012 Summer Reading selection. The book can be purchased 
in hard cover, paperback as of July 31st, or in various ebook editions on Amazon and most bookstores. 
 Cathy Davidson teaches at Duke University and writes for the Washington Post, the Harvard Business Re-
view, and other publications. She was the provost at Duke when they handed 1800 incoming freshman iPods in the 
fall of 2003. In this volume, she challenges readers to think about how changes brought by computers and the in-
ternet have not changed the ways that our schools and work places function. She implores us to think about the 
how we learn, to break down the patterns and biases about how we learn to unlearn, and the relearn to take ad-
vantage of technological advances. She also discusses the need to be more collaborative, problem solving orient-
ed, and appreciative of learning differences and stay relevant in our teaching, learning, and work. 
 There are several ways which SIGIS will support conversation and discussion about Now You See It. The first 
way will be via the ISENET Ning (http://isenet.ning.com/forum/topics/now-you-see-it-by-cathy-davidson-iste-sig-is
-2012-summer-reading). Beginning June 25th and running through August 24th, a new discussion question will be 
added each Monday. The second way to discuss the book is during one of the #isedchat Twitter chats on July 26th. 
These chats run every Thursday evening at 9:00 p.m. ET/8:00 p.m. CT/7:00 p.m. MT/6:00 p.m. PT. Simply create a 
Twitter account and connect with other educators for an hour long discussion of the book. You can follow the 
#isedchat hash tag using a service such as tweetchat.com. We are working on a culminating event and details will 
be available soon. 
 We look forward to the conversation and collegiality.         

Vinnie Vrotny 
Upper School Integrator, MS Math teacher, North Shore Country Day School, Winnetka, IL 
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